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Blanco: The Word of the Living God

BY

J A C K

B L A N C O

*

W here d o es th e u ltim a te
a u th o rity lie?

I

t seems likely that every preacher
sword, exposing motives and intenat some time has wondered what
tions (Heb. 4:12).
in the world was in Pauls mind
His advice: “Preach the word.”
when he referred to God being
What does he mean?
pleased by the “foolishness of
First, that those who open God’s
preaching” (KJV). (You’ll find Paul’s book must believe it is just what it
answer in 1 Corinthians 1:21 to 29).
claims to be: the Word of the living
Not much more pleasing is his
God. Living God!— not “dead,” as
analysis of listeners. “The time will
some theologians have asserted.
come,” he said, when people will not
Though authors on the New York
“endure (anecho) sound doctrine;
Times most popular books list may
but after their own lusts shall they
contain a few truthful insights (for
heap to themselves teachers, having
Christ enlightens every person),
itching (knetho) ears,” that is, ears
there is a great gulf fixed between
that like to be entertained rather
insight into truth and inspired truth
than subjected to a truthful sermon.
(see 2 Peter 1:21). “It is written”
According to the apostle, they espe*Jack Blanco is Dean of the School of
cially don’t want to hear the truth
Religion and Ellen G. White Chair at
about themselves (see 2 Timothy
Southern Adventist University in CoT
4:3). Paul explained that the Word of
God can be as sharp as a two-edged
legedale, Tennessee.
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The Word needs no help to give it
authority. It is not Scripture plus tradition or Scripture and archaeology
(as valuable as archaeology may be);
not is it Scripture and any additional
theological authority. Even the gift
of prophecy given by the Holy Spirit
must be subject to Scripture. The
true prophetic gift will never teach
contrary to Scripture, for both have
the same Author. Scripture is as
authoritative for doctrine as Calvary
is for salvation. It is not Christ plus
works nor Christ plus religious rituals, nor is it Christ plus the transcendental meaning so sought by this
Post-Self Age. It is Christ and Christ
alone who saves us. Sola gratia! By
grace alone. And so it is with Scripture— sola Scriptura—the authority
of the Word alone!
Today’s church must draw
strength for its mission from Scripture if it is to meet the challenges not
only of today but also of tomorrow.
Members who walk into a church
without the resurrection hope must
exit with hearts warmed, having
heard, as two discouraged disciples
of old did, evidence drawn from
Moses and all of the prophets. Upon
these ancient texts certifying the
identity of the Messiah must our
faith be established.
The two disciples enlightened by
the Stranger on the way to Emmaus
raced back to Jerusalem to share the
good news with their fellow disciples
(Luke 24:13-35). But joyful as that

must not be qualified by the equivocations and doubts of rationalism,
which demands that nothing be
accepted as tru th about which
doubt may be entertained. In the
fullest sense, truth must be communicated incarnate; that is, it must
live in the preacher who would
bring conviction to the hearts of his
or her listeners.
Second, to preach the Word, the
preacher must know the difference
between Scripture speaking from
within an ancient culture and being
influenced by that culture. If we hold
that Scripture was influenced by culture, then we have obligated ourselves to demythologize it to fit the
modern mind. In doing this, we elevate ourselves above Scripture.
Nowhere do we find that Christ
modified the Old Testament to fit the
Hellenistic culture of His day as, for
instance, the Sadducees did. Rather,
He rebuked them for accepting only
certain parts of the Old Testament.
Among the truths they rejected: the
resurrection and the power of God
(Matt. 22:23-33). Nowhere in the
New Testament do we find Paul or
any other inspired writer massaging
the Old Testament into a message
more acceptable to the thinking of
their day. Though given in human
language, the Bible is still the Word of
God (2 Peter 1:19-21).
Third, to preach the Word means
to recognize Scripture as both selfauthenticating and authoritative.

75

https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/pd/vol5/iss1/6

2

Blanco: The Word of the Living God
experience was, their mission and
ours must not rest primarily on a
celebrated relationship with Jesus
Christ but upon the Scriptures,
which identify and reveal Him. The
joy of the risen Christ will follow. “If
ye continue in my word, then are ye
my disciples indeed,” said Jesus
(John 8:31, KJV).
This biblical priority should not
be confused with bibliolatry—worshiping Scripture instead of Christ
(see John 5:39). Jesus pointed to the
priority of Scripture for a purpose:
End time will see counterfeit christs
claiming authority over Scripture
and deceiving multitudes. Satan
himself will appear as a glorious
being (2 Cor. 11:14). Humanity will
be challenged by two authorities: the
one impersonating Christ and the
Word. The counterfeit will claim
authority over Scripture and there-

fore, logically, the power to change
it. But One has warned us “‘so that
when the time comes you will
remember that I warned you ” (John
16:4, NIV).
Some— not many, to be sure—
will remain faithful to what is written, because that is what Jesus told
them to do (Rev. 12:17; 14:12). They
will not be swept away by the joy
they see in others who worship the
counterfeit, for they know that Jesus
would not change what He, through
the Holy Spirit, has written. As He
said, ‘“heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will not pass
away ” (Matt. 24:35, NRSV).
Paul had it right: “It pleased God
by the foolishness of preaching to
save those that believe.” A church
that does not respect the written
Word cannot fulfill the mission of
the living Word. It is w ritten.. . . □

O N E N E S S

s

L/om e church members think
that unity and fellowship are more important than truth. Fact
is, our oneness with the Lord and His truth is what creates
unity and fellowship.
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